the temple first came out to make an estimate, and then the master
appeared to see them. The thieves were petrified with terror. Qut of
mercy he did not punish them, but rather made a Buddha image to be
consecrated in the pagoda and performed rites of dedication. Later he
lived by the scaside, and preached to passersby. He passed away when
he was over eighty.

Even an animal does not forget gratitude, and repays an act of kind-
ness. How, then, could a righteous man'® fail to have a sense of
gratitude?

3

On a Deaf Man Whose Hearing Was Restored Immediately
Owing to His Faith in a Mahayana Scripture!

In the reign of the empress residing at the Palace of Owarida?® there
was a man whose name was Kinunui no tomonomiyatsuko Gitsd
FesefEiEF%E° who suddenly became seriously ill. He was deafin both
ears and suffered a chronic skin disease which never healed. He said to
himself, “My past deeds* influence my life not only in the present but
also in the future. It is better to do good and die soon than to live long
and be hated by others.” Therefore he swept the ground, cleaned the
hall, summoned a dhydna master’ with all due reverence, and, after
purifying himself with holy water,® devoted himself to reading a
Mahayana scripture F#E48.”

Meanwhile, he experienced an extraordinary scnsation and said to
the master, ‘I am hearing the name of a bodhisattva in my ear, so |
beg you, Most Venerable Master,® to continue the service.” During

1y, FEA ginin.

. Cf. Sanhé ekotoba (11, 5), Fusd ryakki (1V, Suiko), Konjaku monogatarishii (XIV, 36), cte.
. Refers to Empress Suiko; see L6, n. 3.
. According to the Shinsen shdjiroku, Kinunui is the name of an immigrant family.

4. 1% sukugd or shukugd ; the term is ethically neutral, including both good and evil deeds,
but 1t usually refers to evil deeds.

5. f&fP0E Gi-zenji may be a combination of a personal name Gi gnd zenji, an honorific utle,
or a monk who s well-read in scriptures.

6. K kdzui, ritually puritied water.

7. Hokda-kyd ; % hikd is a shortened compound of %iE hised, “‘square, upright,” and & X
kodai, “large, great”; hence, mn the Buddhist tradition it designates Mahayana. Therefore,
Hiko-kyo means Mahayana scoipture; for another possible meaning, however, sce Chap.
[{1)a, n. 8.

8. KM daitokw; see L, n. 43.
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